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Florida man 
denies role in 
assassination 



By KIRK LOGONS 
and SUSAN THOMAS 

Staff Writers 

Copyright 1993, The Tennessean 

The black man linked by a white Mem- 
phis businessman to the assassination of the 
Rev. Martin Luther King Jr. denies he had 
anything to do with the shooting, which 
rocked America and the world April 4, 

. 1968. 

Frank Holt has told The Tennessean he 
wants to clear his name — and a polygraph 
exam he took yesterday appears to support 
his claim of innocence. 

“I didn’t do it — oh, no, no, no,” Holt 
said, shaking his head, when questioned by 
Tennessean reporters who tracked him 
through public records to a homeless shel- 
ter in Orlando, Fla., Friday afternoon. 

Holt, now 62, flatly denied any involve- 
ment before, during or after the civil rights 
leader’s assassination. 

He said he was often a customer at Jim’s 
Grill, a restaurant operated by Loyd Jow- 
ers, the man who now claims to have ar- 
ranged the King assassination. 

Jowers, who now lives in Martin, Term., 
poses a convoluted conspiracy story, in 
which money changed hands to hire a man 
other than James Earl Ray to kill King 



Jowers conspiracy claims have drawn 
international attention since The Observer 
of London first brought them to light a 
week ago. ABC News correspondent Sam 
Donaldson traveled to Memphis last week 
to interview Jowers for the Primetime Live 
program, which was broadcast nationally 
Thursday. -V , 

However, Jowers and four Memphis resi- 
dents tied to him say they cannot tell what 
they know without immunity from prosecu- 
tion. Lawyers involved have tried to control 
the flow and interpretation of information 
about the claims. 

However, one witness, Willie Akins, 63, 
told The Tennessean that Jowers told him 
repeatedly Holt was the triggerman. Holt’s 
name has circulated among reporters in 
Memphis for several days. Shelby County 
District Attorney General John Pierotti said 



Frank Holt, a former Memphis resident, relaxes after taking a polygraph examination. 

- he, too, has heard Jowers name Holt as the _ the assassination. 1.- 

' ‘ ' ' Holt said he had heard Liberto tell V 

•But Holt, who worked as a produce pack- number of produce workers, shortly before A 
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“Jowers is lying^Holt said. “Jowers ain’t Holt said, he never discussed "any JjF^ 

give me no money. , assassination plan with Liberto, Jowers or s " \ 



Jowers hung up on a reporter when told anyone else. ’ 

of Holt’s statements. Jowers* attorney, Lew- King, who launched the Southern civil 
is Garrison of Memphis, did not return a ^revolution with 

Ala., bus boycott in 1955, had gone to Mem- 
Holt said he knew Frank Liberto, the phis to help striking city sanitation workers 
now-deceased Memphis produce dealer i n spring 1968 

whom Jowers has named as the man who Friday, Holt said that he was at Jim’s 
paid him a large sum of money to arrange . GrilL Jowers’ small cafe on Memphis’ South 






. Main . Street, _when King .was shot as he. 
stepped onto the balcony of the nearby 
Lorraine Motel 

'• -He said he did not hear a shot and was 
unaware of the shooting until a police offi- 
cer came, into the restaurant and told pa- 
trons King had been shot Holt said he was 
told to leave the grill which he did, and 
walked home. 

Holt who has spent his life as a manual 
laborer, appeared stunned when reporters 
told him Friday that some people in Mem- 
phis are saying he was hired and paid to 
shoot King. 

“I want to clear my name,” Holt said 
after learning of the accusation that he shot 
King, a hero to most black Americans. 



Holt agreed to take a polygraph test at 

• the request of The Tennessean, and the 
newspaper flew him to Nashville for a test 
yesterday, at the office of private investiga- 
tor Charles R. Scott • 

Scott concluded — after interviewing 1 - 
Holt for half an hour and measuring his; 
responses to eight questions about the King 
assassination — that Holt was truthful when, 
he denied any involvement in or knowledge 
of the crime. 

"That old man couldn’t beat a polygraph 
if he’d killed somebody,” Scott said. 

Scott said he believes Holt answered all; 
of his questions truthfully, including one 
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about whether he 
had “ever been questioned by the 
authorities about the shooting of Dr 
King.” 

Holt insisted in interviews Friday 
and again yesterday that he was 
never questioned by police. 

He stuck by that story even when 
he was confronted yesterday with 
an FBI agent's report, dated April 
17, 1968, recounting a brief inter- 
view with Holt. FBI agent Harley E. 
Gylfe wrote in the report that Holt 
told him a story similar to the one 
he tells now. 

Pierotti said he thinks it is possi- 
ble that Holt could have forgotten 
talking to Gylfe. 

Holt, who admits to drinking 
heavily when he was younger, "has 
probably been talked to by a lot of 
police in his lifetime,” Pierotti said. 
“A street person would be around a 
lot of police at different times.” 

Holt said he cannot imagine why 
Jowers would falsely accuse him. 

"Maybe Jowers thought I was 
dead,” Holt said. 

Holt said he moved away from 
Memphis in 1969 and has spent 
most of his time in Florida since 
then. 

He said he did not flee Memphis 
to avoid prosecution — and has 
returned there a number of times 
to visit, most recently in 1991 
"I wasn’t running from no thing, ” 
Holt said. “I didn’t have no reason 
not to come back.” 

Pierotti said Holt’s denial of any 
involvement in the King killing sup- 
ports Pierotti’s contention that low- 
ers’ story is “a bunch of bulL” 

Holt is “obviously the patsy in 
this whole thing,” Pierotti said, add- 
ing: 

C l we ’ re going, to be able to 

shoot holes all through this thing.” 
Pierotti labeled Jowers’ conspira- 
cy story “a sham and a fraud” 
when it appeared last Sunday — 
withput the names of any alleged 

participants — in the Observer of 
London. 

The Shelby County prosecutor 
said “somebody in the media” told 
him at mid-week that Holt was the 



firmed to Memphis police on April 
7 that Holt was one of the custom- 
ers in his restaurant at the time 
King was killed. 

Akins, who once gowned a cab 



Frank Holt is 
“obviously the patsy 
in this whole thing. I 
think we're going to 
be able to shoot holes 
all through this 
thing.” 

JOHN PIEROTTI 

Shelby County district attorney 
genera] 



company with Jowers, has said Jow- 
ers told him a number of times 
over the years that Holt fired the 
fatal shot from bushes at the rear of 
Jowers' restaurant According to 
Akins, Jowers said Holt then 
jumped off a retaining wall and ran 
away, after handing the rifle back 
to Jowers. Akins, who lives in south 
Memphis, is on probation for a 
manslaughter conviction in neigh- 
boring DeSoto County, Miss., in 
1989. 

But Pierotti said, Jowers’ state- 
ment to police three days after the 
killing would tend to exonerate Holt I 
of any participation in the King as-' I 
sassination. 

Pierotti questioned how Holt ! 
could have fired a shot from the 
rear of the building and returned to 
the restaurant without attracting 
anyone's suspicion, especially at a 
time when police were questioning 
everyone who ha!i been in the area. 

Pierotti said he does not know 
why Jowers would want to fabricate 
a theory about the King assassina- 
tion in which he implicates himself. 

Pierotti said he plans to send an 
investigator tiynterview Holt B , 



man Jowers said he paid to kill 
King. 

Pierotti said an investigator on 
his staff Thursday uncovered a 1968 
report stating that Jowers con- 





P. Casey Daley • Staff 



repeatedf^aSk 1 Re^Ma^Sther^ Jow^ ° f Memphis > once owned a ab company with 



